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and about half of our total output of cork products comes
from that district. In some degree these and many other
industries were held or stimulated by natural gas. It would
be idle, though interesting, to speculate upon what would
have happened if natural gas had not been brought into
Pittsburgh just at the critical moment, and developed
swiftly and on a great scale; but we know what did
happen. George Westinghouse came on the field at the
tactical instant in an industrial battle.

For a few years Pittsburgh had blue skies. People again
saw its beautiful hills and valleys. Its smoke-stained
buildings came out into the sunlight and seemed suddenly
to have grown old. This lasted but a few years; the black
and red clouds again rolled up from the valleys, and clear
skies again became a sign of adversity. Westinghouse
loved Pittsburgh in all its aspects. In the short period of
sunshine and in its normal gloom, to him it was beautiful.
Standing before the electric works at East Pittsburgh,
looking down the Turtle Creek valley to the impenetrable
clouds hanging over the Carnegie Works and Homestead,
looking up the valley to the black columns rising over the
Air Brake works, looking across to the bare and blasted
hillside and the naked oaks, smothered by soot and gases,
he made a sweeping gesture and said: "Isn't it beauti-
ful?" Ruskin could not have understood the emotion,
but Carlyle would.

FUEL GAS

There came a time when two serious considerations
forced themselves upon the minds of engineers and inves-
tors. One was that if the natural gas gave out, there would
be a large idle investment in the plant for distributing, con-
trolling and using gas. The other was that if electric light-